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Project submitted to www.berninaUSAblog.com by Bobbi Bullard

Zippered Tote Conversion!
Add a zippered top to an existing tote bag.

Tote bags have become a very important part of our lives. We keep a few in the car to take into
the grocery store. We stuff them full of fabrics and sewing supplies every time we head to a
sewing class or guild meeting. Tote bags are right up there with chocolates as far as necessities
in our lives! But... tote bags have a big drawback: Things fall out of them. That's why I've come
up with an easy way to add a zippered top to existing tote bags.

Measure the top of your tote bag as shown by arrows #1 and #2 below. Your finished top will be
close to these measurements.

#1

Measure along the edges of the
tote bag as shown.
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Find a separating zipper that is a little shorter than the #1 measurement. Our insert doesn’'t have
to be exactly the same size as the tote so find the zipper closest to this measurement.

Cut four pieces of fabric where the length of each piece = #1 measurement and the width of
each piece = half the length of the #2 measurement.

Sandwich your zipper between the two pieces of fabric as shown (I've made the top fabric look
transparent in the diagram).

Stitch on the lines as shown below, leaving an opening so that you can turn this unit right side
out. Make sure you move the zipper pull down a bit so it won't interfere with your stitching.
Clip close to the stitched corners.
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Turn right side out.

Now you will sew fabric to the other side of the zipper. Place the remaining two piece of fabric
over the unsewn side of the zipper as you did on the first side (top fabric is shown as
transparent). Stitch on lines as shown. Do not catch the fabric from the first side. Leave an

opening so you can turn this section right side out.
Clip corners and turn right side out.

You now have a piece that looks like the figure below, with all edges finished. Topstitch to close
the openings.
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Fold the handles down out of the way. Unzip the zipper on the insert you've just made so you
now have two pieces of fabric, each edged with a half zipper.

Place one piece inside the top of your tote bag as shown with the zipper facing up.
Topstitch in place as shown. Repeat on the other side of the tote bag making sure the zipper
coils line up properly. You're done!

Thank you, Bobbi, for sharing this with us! Erika & Jo
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